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not .conceal the fact that he strongly resented the attitude
of his family towards her, and his friendship with Countess
Waldersee owes its origin to the motherly way in which
she behaved to his wife, acting as her mentor, as her ad-
viser and guide in the intricate maze of Berlin society, and
of court life. Debarred from all intimacy with her sisters-
in-law, who were ever ready to scoff at, and to make fun
of her, Augusta-Victoria was wont to have recourse to the
countess in all her difficulties, and inasmuch as Count
Waldersee himself is the most brilliant soldier of the Ger-
man army, and was designated at the time by the great
Moltke as his successor and his principal lieutenant,
Prince William and his wife ended by becoming very inti-
mate indeed with the Waldersees, and almost daily visitors
at their house.
The countess is of a deeply religious turn of mind, with
a strong disposition towards evangelism, and already be-
fore the marriage of Prince William, she had become con-
spicious as one of the most influential leaders of the anti-
Semite party in Prussia. It was in her salons at Berlin
that the great Jew-baiter Stoecker was wont to hold his
politico-religious meetings, denouncing the Jews, and it
was through her influence, too, that he obtained appoint-
ment as court chaplain, in spite of the opposition of the
father and the mother of Prince William. It was also under
the roof of the Countess Waldersee that the present em-
peror became imbued with that very religious,—one might
almost say pietist—disposition, which has since been so
marked a feature of his character.
True, the hereditary tendency of the sovereign house
of Prussia is distinctly religious, leaning in fact towards
fanaticism, and King Frederick-William III., his son
Frederick-William IV., and likewise old Emperor William,

